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PRI OR AUTHORI ZATI ON CRI TERI A 
DRUG CLASS*  RETI NOI DS ( ALL TOPI CAL)  

 
BRAND NAME   
(generi c)   
  ALTRENO 
  (treti noi n)  
 
  ATRALI N  
  (treti noi n)  
 
  AVI TA   
  (treti noi n) 
 
  RETI N- A 
  (treti noi n) 
 
  RETI N- A MI CRO 
  (treti noi n) 
 
  TRETI N- X  
  (treti noi n) 
 
  VELTI N  
  (cli nda myci n/treti noin)  
 
  ZI ANA  
  (cli nda myci n/treti noin)  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
St at us:  CVS Care mark Criteri a                                                                             Ref # 237- A           
Type:  I niti al Pri or Authori zati on       Ref # 355- A 

* Dr ugs t hat ar e li st ed i n t he t arget drug box i ncl ude bot h br and and generi c and all dosage f or ms and strengt hs unl ess 
ot her wi se st at ed.  OTC pr oduct s ar e not i ncl uded unl ess ot her wi se st at ed.  
 
FDA- APPROVED I NDI CATI ONS  
Atrali n, Avita, Reti n- A, Reti n- A Mi cr o, Treti n- X ar e indi cat ed f or t opi cal appli cat i on i n t he treat ment of acne vul gari s. 
The saf et y and effi cacy of these pr oduct s i n t he treat ment of ot her di sor ders have not been est abli shed.  
Vel ti n and Zi ana ar e i ndi cat ed f or t he t opi cal treat ment of acne vul gari s i n pati ents 12 years or ol der.  
Al treno

 
(treti noi n) l oti on, 0. 05 % i s i ndi cat ed f or t he topi cal  treat ment of acne vul gari s i n pati ent s 9 years of age and 

ol der. 
 
Co mpendi al Use 
Ker at osi s f olli cul ari s ( Dari er’ s di sease, Dari er- Whi t e di sease) 12, 15, 16 

 
 
COVERAGE CRI TERI A 
The request ed dr ug will be cover ed wi t h pri or aut hori zati on when t he f oll owi ng crit eri a ar e met:  

 The pati ent has t he di agnosi s of acne vul gari s or ker atosi s f olli cul ari s ( Dari er’ s di sease, Dari er- Whi t e di sease) 
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RATI ONALE 
The i nt ent of t he crit eri a i s to pr ovi de cover age consi stent wi t h pr oduct l abeli ng, FDA gui dance, st andar ds of medi cal  
pr acti ce, evi dence- based drug i nf or mati on, and/ or publ i shed gui deli nes.  Tr eti noi ns ar e i ndi cat ed f or t he t opi cal  treat ment 
of acne vul gari s.  The saf ety and effi cacy of t hese pr oduct s i n t he treat ment of ot her di sor ders have not been est abli shed.  
The crit eri a do not provi de for cos meti c uses of t hese drugs.  
 
The Ameri can Acade my of Der mat ol ogy gui deli nes st at e t hat t he t opi cal t her apy of acne vul gari s i ncl udes t he usage of 
agent s t hat are avail abl e over t he count er or vi a pr escripti on. Ther apy choi ce may be i nfl uenced by age of t he pati ent, sit e 
of i nvol vement, ext ent and severit y of di sease, and pat i ent pref er ence. Topi cal  t herapi es may be used as monot her apy, i n 
combi nati on wi t h ot her t opical  agent s or i n combi nati on wi t h or al agent s i n bot h i niti al control and mai nt enance. Topi cal 
reti noi ds ar e i mport ant i n addr essi ng t he devel opment  and mai nt enance of acne and ar e recommended as monot her apy 
i n pri maril y comedonal  acne, or i n combi nati on wi t h t opi cal  or oral anti mi crobi al s in pati ent s wi t h mi xed or primaril y 
i nfl ammat ory acne l esi ons.  Commonl y used t opi cal  acne t her api es i ncl ude benzoyl  per oxi de, sali cyli c aci d, anti bi oti cs, 
combi nati on anti bi oti cs wi t h benzoyl  per oxi de, reti noi ds, reti noi d wi t h benzoyl  per oxi de, reti noi d wi t h anti bi oti c, azel ai c 
aci d, and sul f one agent s.14 
 
Topi cal  treti noi n has been used f or t he treat ment of kerat osi s f olli cul ari s.12  Moi st uri zers wi t h ur ea or l acti c acid can hel p 
reduce scali ng and t hi ckeni ng of t he l esi ons, l ow t o medi um pot ency t opi cal st eroids ar e someti mes usef ul f or reduci ng 
i nfl ammati on, and when bact eri al growt h i s suspect ed,  appli cati on of anti septi cs can be hel pf ul. Topi cal reti noi ds al so may 
reduce hyperker at osi s wi t hin t hree mont hs. 15, 16  

 
Renova and Refi ssa ar e i ndi cat ed as adj uncti ve agents f or use i n t he mi ti gati on of fi ne f aci al wri nkl es i n pati ent s who use 
compr ehensi ve ski n car e and sunli ght avoi dance pr ograms. 5- 6 Si nce t he treat ment of t hese i ndi cati ons i s consi der ed 
cos meti c, t hese t wo treti noin pr oduct s ar e not i ncl uded i n t he crit eri a. 
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CRI TERI A FOR APPROVAL 
 

1.   Does t he pati ent have t he di agnosi s of acne vul gari s?  
[If yes, t hen no f urt her questi ons.] 
 

Yes No 

2.   Does t he pati ent have t he di agnosi s of ker at osi s f olli culari s ( Dari er’ s di sease, Darier -
Whi t e di sease) ?  
 

Yes No 

 
 

     Mappi ng I nstructi ons (355- A)  

 Yes No DENI AL REASONS – DO NOT USE FOR MEDI CARE PART D 

1.   Appr ove, 36 
Mont hs 

Go t o 2  

2.   Appr ove, 36 
Mont hs 

Deny  You do not meet t he requi re ment s of your pl an.  
Your pl an covers t hi s dr ug when you have any of t hese condi ti ons:  
- Acne vul gari s  
- Ker at osi s f olli cul ari s ( Darier’ s di sease, Dari er- Whi t e di sease)  
Your request has been deni ed based on t he i nf or mati on we have.  
[ Short Descri pti on: No approvabl e di agnosi s.] 

 
 

Gui deli nes f or Appr oval (237- A)  

Dur ati on of Appr oval  12 Mont hs 

Set 1 Set 2 

Yes t o questi on( s) No t o questi on( s) Yes t o questi on( s) No t o questi on( s) 

1 None 2 1 

 

     Mappi ng I nstructi ons (237- A)  

 Yes No DENI AL REASONS – DO NOT USE FOR MEDI CARE PART D 

1.   Appr ove, 12 
Mont hs 

Go t o 2  

2.   Appr ove, 12 
Mont hs 

Deny  You do not meet t he requi re ment s of your pl an.  
Your pl an covers t hi s dr ug when you have any of t hese condi ti ons:  
- Acne vul gari s  
- Ker at osi s f olli cul ari s ( Darier’ s di sease, Dari er- Whi t e di sease)  
Your request has been deni ed based on t he i nf or mati on we have.  
[ Short Descri pti on: No approvabl e di agnosi s.] 

 
 


